NATURE

Geography in general:

the North Pole, the South Pole, (on) the Equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn

the Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, the Indian Ocean, the Caspian Sea  (in fact, an inland salt lake), the Arctic, The Antarctic, the Arabian Gulf, the Gulf of Mexico, the Gulf Stream, …

the Alps, the Rockies, the Himalayas, the Andes, the Low x High Tatras, the Giant Mountains – Krkonoše, the Ore M. – Krušné hory, the Ash M. – Jeseníky, the Eagle M. –Orlické hory

the Sahara Desert, the Gobi

Land and sea:

continent, island, peninsula – poloostrov, coast x beach x shore, cliff – útes, high tide/in-coming x low tide/out-going – příliv x odliv, bay – záliv, current – proud, sea, ocean

brook – potok, stream, river, pond, lake/loch (SC)/lough (IR), waterfall – vodopád, flood – povodeň, swamp – bažina, estuary – ústí, tributary - přítok
Hills and mountains:

hillock = small hill, range of mountains – pohoří, highlands – hornatá krajina, vrchovina, peak/summit/top – vrchol, avalanche – lavina, karst – kras, limestone – vápenec, dripstone – krápník, cave – jeskyně, grotto – krápníková jeskyně
Lowlands:

lowlands – nížinatá oblast, prairie, savannah, desert – poušť, oasis, sand dune

Forests

copse – lesík, hájek, woods – les, jungle, tropical rain forest, palm – palma, evergreen/coniferous x deciduous – jehličnany x listnaté
Natural disasters:

flood, earthquake, erupting volcano, drought – sucho, storms, hurricane, tornado, tidal wave (tsunami), landslide – eroze, famine – hladomor, epidemic disease

animals in danger/endangered animals – ohrožená, extinct animals – vyhynulá zvířata

Classification of animals:

mammals (keep their body temperature constant – warm-blooded, suckle their young)

mouse, rat, rabbit, hare – zajíc, squirrel – veverka, beaver – bobr, hamster – křeček, mole – krtek, badger – jezevec, weasel – lasička, fox – liška, wolf, bear, deer – vysoká, jelen, stag – jelen, wild pig/boar – kanec

At the Zoo: big cats, lion/lioness, tiger, leopard, camel, elephant, hippo(potamus) – hroch, rhinoceros – nosorožec, giraffe, zebra, grizzly, polar bear,  apes x monkeys, gorilla, orang-utan, chimpanzee, seal – tuleň, walrus – mrož, dolphin, whale - velryba

birds: nightingale – slavík, blackbird – kos, thrush – drozd, tit – sýkorka, robin – červenka, sparrow – vrabec, swallow – vlaštovka, stork – čáp, crow – vrána, rook – havran, raven – krkavec, magpie – straka, pigeon – holub, dove – hrdlička, swan – labuť, peacock – páv, pheasant – bažant, cuckoo – kukačka, woodpecker – datel, owl – sova, predator/bird of prey– dravec, eagle, falcon – sokol, hawk – jestřáb, sea-gull –racek, vulture – sup, ostrich – pštros

reptiles (cannot control their temperature – cold-blooded, they hatch from eggs, which they lay on land) – snake, viper/adder – zmije, python – krajta, cobra, boa constrictor – hroznýš královský, anaconda, lizard – ještěrka, turtle, tortoise, crocodille, aligator

amphibians (are cold-blooded, lay eggs, pass through several changes of form before they become adult) – frog, toad – ropucha, salamander – mlok
fishes (are cold-blooded, breathe water using gills – žábra, use fins – ploutve) – salmon – losos, trout – pstruh, pike – štika, eel –úhoř, carp – kapr, tuna – tuňák, cod/haddock – treska, shark – žralok, sardine, herring, octopus – chobotnice, oyster – ústřice, crab

Invertebrates (are creatures without backbones – insects (six legs), spiders (eight legs) etc.)

fly – moucha, butterfly, caterpillar – housenka, moth – mol, bee – včela, wasp – vosa, hornet – sršeň, bumblebee – čmelák, ladybird – slunéčko sedmitečné, mosquito – moskyt, komár, ant – mravenec, cricket – cvrček, grasshopper – koník, centipede – stonožka, worm – červ, earthworm – žížala, lice – vši, flea – blecha, tick – klíště, cockroach – šváb

At the Zoo:

cage – klec, aquarium, vivarium, room enough to move, feeding time – čas krmení, breed in captivity – chovat v zajetí, zoo keeper, reintroduction to the wild

Plants:

trees: root – kořen, trunk – kmen, branch – větev, leaf/leaves – list, blossom – květ, fruit, coniferous, deciduous, bark – kůra, stub – pařez, needles – jehličí, cone – šiška, shrub/bush – keř, thorn – trn, seed – semeno, bud – poupě
moss – mech, fern– kapradí, fir – jedle, pine – borovice, spruce – smrk, larch – modřín, beech – buk, oak – dub, birch – bříza, lime-tree – lípa, poplar – topol, maple – javor, willow – vrba, chestnut tree – kaštan

flowers: snowdrop – sněženka, crocus, primrose – petrklíč, violet – fialka, forget-me-not – pomněnka, daisy – sedmikráska, water-lily – leknín, lily-of-the-valley – konvalinka, dandelion – pampeliška, heather – vřes, poppy – mák, daffodil – narcis, tulip, carnation – karafiát, rose

mushrooms: edible x inedible, poisonous, deadly poisonous, toadstool – muchomůrka

others: blackberries – ostružiny, blueberries/billberries – borůvky, strawberries, raspberries – maliny, cranberries – brusinky, hazelnut – lískový ořech, walnut – vlašský 

Main talking points:

Describe the geography of our country in comparison with Britain, USA and others

What does migration mean? Name some migrating animals. How do they find their way?

Classification of animals

Do you approve of the existence of zoos? Explain why/why not

Man versus wildlife – friend or enemy?

Endangered species should be protected. Do you agree?

Scientific experiments on animals should be stopped. Is it your opinion?

Do you think that natural disasters are more frequent nowadays?

Which environmental problems are most serious?

Questions:

What is typical for mammals? birds? amphibians? etc.

Which birds are noted for their voices?

Name some insects which people don't like.

Which flowers appear first in the year?

Why will a she-bear often wake up to a little surprise in spring?

Which animals hibernate? Why?

Woods are beautiful in autumn. Describe in details.

