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SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IN GREAT BRITAIN 

TEACHER´S SHEET 

 

 

Background information: 

 

 Basic information – under current reform 

                                    compulsory attendance (5-16) 

                                    two systems – state x private 

                                    school boards 

 State system: 

pre-school education →→  crèches, nursery schools, 

  0,5 - 5 years                          kindergartens 

primary education     →→   primary school 

   5 – 11 years 

             secondary education →→  comprehensive secondary 

                 11 – 16 years                       schools (most of them) 

                                                               grammar schools 

             further education      →→    sixth form college 

                 16 – 18 years 

             higher education       →→    colleges 

                                                   →→    universi(es 

 Private system: independent (=public) schools, fees  

 Big exams:  GCSE (16) 8-10 subjects, GCE = A levels (18) 

                                                                              3-4 subjects 

 Universities – undergraduates - BA, BSc 

                          graduates - MA, MSc 

                          doctorate - PhD 

 

          Task:   

           The activity is for two teams and can be used for revision of the topic System of education in Great Britain.  

 

           Instructions: 

  

           Divide the class into two teams, give each team one worksheet with 10 questions and answers. Team A choose one 

           student from team B and ask them one question with options. If the answer is correct, team B get the point. Then  

           team B choose a student from team A and ask their question. The team with most points win. In bigger classes it may  

           be played in groups of four. 

 

           Follow-up: 

 

           Go through the questions with the whole class once more and add any more Information or discuss whatever the  

           students know or are interested in. 

 

 



 

Zdroje: 

James O´Driscol: Britain for Learners of English, OUP 2011 

Wikipedia 

https://www.gov.uk/government/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki 

 

Zdroje obrázků: 

http://office.microsoft.com 

https://openclipart.org/image/300px/svg_to_png/189641/school-crossing.png 

  



     TEAM   A          Schools in the United Kingdom

 

1. What is the compulsory school attendance in England?

a) from 5 – 16          b) from 6 to 15       

2. What percentage of British children go to public schools?

a) more than 90 %          b) about 50%        

3. Most children between the ages of five and eleven go to … schools.

a) junior            b) primary              

4. At which of these places could you NOT study for A levels?

a) further educational college  

5. What kind of qualification does a student who completes a course of

undergraduate university study in Physics normally get?

a) Cert.Phys                   b) DipSc                  

6. How long do most university students in England take to graduate?

a) three years    b) four years    c) five years

7. What proportion of 20-year-olds in Britain study at university?

a) more than 65%     b) about 35%

8.   How long are the summer holidays in Britain?

      a) six weeks          b) seven weeks        c) eight weeks

9.   What is a boarding school? 

       a) only boys go there   b) students study and live there

10.  How many terms are there in the school year in Britain?

       a) two terms         b) three terms

     TEAM   B          Schools in the United Kingdom

    

1. What does an expression 3 Rs mean?

a) reading, writing, arithmetics

2. Most children between the ages of eleven and sixteen go to … school.

a) comprehensive        b) grammar  

3. What proportion of 17-year

a) about 50%        b) more than 90%

4. What is the typical number of subjects studied at school by students in their

second year of A-levels? 

a) one                 b) three              

5. Compared to the European average, how long is the school year in Britain?

a) long                     b) short 

6. What are the hours of the typical school day in Britain?

a) from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm

to 5:00 pm 

7. Which of these is the odd one out (different from the others)?

a) Eton (public school)      b) Harrow  

 8.   How long are the Christmas holidays?

        a)   it depends on the year         

 9.   What do the British school children do if their results are bad?

        a)  they repeat a year       b) they

10.  Is the education system the same all over Britain?

        a)  yes, it is      b) no, it is the same in England and Wales

c)  no, it is different in all 4 countries

 

United Kingdom 

What is the compulsory school attendance in England? 

b) from 6 to 15             c) from 5 – 18 

percentage of British children go to public schools? 

b) about 50%             c) less than 10% 

Most children between the ages of five and eleven go to … schools. 

              c) prep      

these places could you NOT study for A levels? 

further educational college       b) sixth form college        c) grade school

What kind of qualification does a student who completes a course of 

undergraduate university study in Physics normally get? 

Cert.Phys                   b) DipSc                  c) BSc 

How long do most university students in England take to graduate? 

b) four years    c) five years 

olds in Britain study at university? 

b) about 35%      c) less than 15% 

8.   How long are the summer holidays in Britain? 

b) seven weeks        c) eight weeks 

) students study and live there  c) only girls go there

How many terms are there in the school year in Britain? 

b) three terms           c) four terms 

Schools in the United Kingdom 

What does an expression 3 Rs mean? 

eading, writing, arithmetics     b) reading, writing, riding     c) reading, rhyming, rolling

Most children between the ages of eleven and sixteen go to … school. 

b) grammar          c) technical 

year-olds in England study a foreign language? 

more than 90%               c) less than 10% 

What is the typical number of subjects studied at school by students in their

              c) five 

Compared to the European average, how long is the school year in Britain?

b) short              c) about average 

What are the hours of the typical school day in Britain? 

rom 8:30 am to 3:00 pm       b) from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm    c) from 9:00 am 

Which of these is the odd one out (different from the others)? And why?

b) Harrow  (public school)        c) Summerhill 

8.   How long are the Christmas holidays? 

a)   it depends on the year         b) two weeks         c) three weeks 

What do the British school children do if their results are bad? 

b) they always go up to the next year    c) it depends

education system the same all over Britain? 

a)  yes, it is      b) no, it is the same in England and Wales, different in Scotland

no, it is different in all 4 countries   

c) grade school 

c) only girls go there 

c) reading, rhyming, rolling 

What is the typical number of subjects studied at school by students in their 

Compared to the European average, how long is the school year in Britain? 

c) from 9:00 am 

And why? 

 

c) it depends  

, different in Scotland       


