RELIGION

SUPERSTITIONS, BELIEFS, PROVERBS, SAYINGS
RELIGION - belief in a god or gods, that they made the world and control it

SUPERSTITION - belief which is not based on reason or fact  but on old ideas about luck, magic

SAYING - a well-known wise statement

BELIEF - the feeling that something is true or that something really exists

PROVERB - a short, well-known saying that expresses a simple truth in popular language

IDIOM - a phrase which means something different from the meaning of its separate words

SIMILE - an expression which describes one thing by directly comparing it with another

RELIGION
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Shintoism, (Zen)Buddhism, Zoroastrism, ...

Christian Church includes Roman-Catholic and Protestant (Evangelic) Churches - Church of England, Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Quaker, Lutheran, ...

General terms:

believer - věřící, religious person, atheist, god, goddess, divine - božský, church, service - bohoslužba, mass - mše, sermon - kázání, ceremony, rituals, 

the Bible (the Script) - the Old Testament, the New Testament, Gospel - evangelium (Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), 10  Commandments ("Thou Shalt Not Steal") - desatero, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, Holy Virgin, Lord, Holy Trinity, angel, devil, guardian angel, heaven, hell, purgatory - očistec, Muhammad, Allah, Buddha

preacher - kazatel, priest - kněz, pastor, vicar, reverend, bishop, archbishop, Pope, monk - mnich, nun - jeptiška, lama, muezzin, ... verger - kostelník, fortune teller / forteller - jasnovidec, sibyl - vědma, sin - hřích, sinner - hříšník, to sin - hřešit, to pray - modlit se, prayer - modlitba,  to have doubts,  to be sceptic, to sacrifice - obětovat se, to crucify - ukřižovat, to foretell / to  tell fortune - věštit

church: altar, cross, crucifix, pulpit - kazatelna, gallery, sacristan - sakristie, confession booth zpovědnice, aisle - ulička, nave - kostelní loď, pew -lavice, candle, candlestick, font - křtitelnice, to baptise / to christen - křtít, holy water - svěcená voda, tomb - hrobka, grave, gravestone - náhrobní kámen, sculptures, paintings, Calvary - křížová cesta, censer- kadidelnice, incense - kadidlo

places of worship - místa k uctívání : church, cathedral, chapel - kaple, basilica, temple - chrám, abbey - opatství, monastery - klášter (muž.), convent - klášter (žen.), mosque - mešita, synagogue, sanctuary - svatyně, oracle - věštírna, 

SUPERSTITIONS
some things which are considered lucky: 
   finding a four-leafed clover

                                                                          seeing two magpies together

                                                                          a black cat crossing one's path

                     which are considered unlucky:    Friday when it is the 13th

                                                                          walking under ladder

                                                                          breaking a mirror

                                                                          seeing just one magpie in Britain

                                                                          spilling salt (if sb does that they should pick a little up and throw it over their left shoulder into the face of devil)

in the theatre one should say „Break your leg!“ (instead of „Good luck!“) and no „Thank you.“

SAYINGS
There's no smoke without fire.

Half a loaf is better than no bread.  (a small amount of st. is better than none at all)

Storm in a teacup (a lot of worry and nervous annoyance over st. unimportant)

No news is good news.

Union is strength.

PROVERBS
Let sleeping dogs lie (do not disturb unnecessarily)

An apple a day keeps doctor away.

Early bird catches the worm.

On swallow doesn't bring the summer.

All that glitters is not gold.

A word to the wise is enough.

Blood is thicker than water.

Long absent, soon forgotten.

Still waters run deep.

He laughs best who laughs last.

Out of sight, out of mind.

Near is my shirt but nearer is my skin.

Too many cooks spoil the broth.

SIMILES
to be as cool as a cucumber  (cool, not excited, lacking warm feelings)                                      

to be as keen as mustard (extremely eager or clever, very quick to understand)

as mad as a hatter (crazy)

as fit as a fiddle (healthy)






as wise as an owl, as white as snow, as slow as a snail, ...

IDIOMS
to kick the bucket (to die), to burn the midnight oil (to work or study until late at night), to beat about the bush (to delay talking about the most important part of a subject), raining cats and dogs (raining heavily), to have butterflies in one's stomach (to feel worried), ...

Some idioms using parts of the human body - „body language“: She has a sweet tooth. He fights tooth and nails. I am all ears. He broke her heart. He is head over heels in love with her. He is only pulling your leg. I've got it on a tip of my tongue. He's got a heart of gold. ...

QUESTIONS:

What do you know about religion?

Can you characterise the main world's religions?

Are you a believer?

What do you believe in?

What do you think about any supernatural happenings?

Are you superstitious? Which are common people's superstitions?

Are there any differences in superstitions between cultures? (Czech x British, etc.)

Do you know any proverbs, sayings, do you believe them?

What are the idioms and do you know any?

